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To change. Enzo Mari and the Chestnut Tree Project
– Curated from the Keiji Nagai collection – 
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ATELIER MUJI GINZA

Planting the Chestnut Tree project .

Why are we having an exhibition of the Italian design master, Enzo Mari, at MUJI?

In 2002, MUJI collaborated with Mari on a project, launching a range of 19 tables and chairs altogether. Both 

parties have stayed in contact since then, and one day Mari explained his outlook to us:

“In the past, design played a role to invent an outstanding standard in the name of equality. However, 

following a period of drastic economic growth, it has now been degraded to a simple means to sell merchandise. At 

present I feel rather ashamed to be a designer. 

Here I would like to propose a long-term project to go forward towards the future: it isn’t for financial gain 

in the short term, but is more like planting chestnut trees to nourish people with their fruit, and to let them relax 

under their shade. I believe that companies should have this kind of viewpoint”.

We agree with his opinion, and would like to think about what we could do together with you all. This 

exhibition introduces the basis of Enzo Mari’s works in order to plant the first chestnut tree. Then let us imagine 

this tree growing its branches and leaves from that moment.

ATELIER MUJI GINZA

Enzo Mari

Born near Novara, Italy in 1932. He studied at the Brera academy in Milan and was 

working in visual arts in the 1950s, when Bruno Munari introduced him to design. He 

accomplished around 1800 projects over his 50-year career. He has always been very 

bold, saying what is on his mind, and in doing so, has influenced our society: by talking 

critically about commercialism with no fear of disagreement with his clients, and 

explaining his own design philosophy or his idea of Utopia.
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Standard / Utopia of everyday things
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Benbecula
No.10 Benbecula 1961 Paper knife

Stain fi nish stainless steel  

340mm 25mm 70mm Danese  

Giglio  
No.08 Giglio 1985 Paper knife

Polished stainless steel  280mm 30mm

Danese

Ameland
No.09 Ameland 1962 Paper knife

Stain fi nish stainless steel  220mm 20mm

Danese

Arran
No.18 Arran 1961 Tray

Stainless steel 480mm 245mm 30mm 

Danese

3

No.01 Sumatra 1976 tray for correspondence

polystyrene 330mm 280mm 65mm Danese

No.07 Lero 1965 Magazine rack

ABS 300mm 200mm 300mm Danese

No.04 Colleoni 1970

Clip & Pencil holder Melamine

100mm 80mm Danese

No.02 Lampedusa 1967 pencil stand

Urea resin 60mm 30mm 95mm Danese

Sumatra

Lero

Colleoni

No.19 In attesa  1970 Wastepaper basket

polypropylene 260mm 410mm Danese

In attesa  

Lampedusa
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No.05 Hawaii 1972

Egg cup-candle stick &

Melamine 55mm 65mm Danese

No.11 Tongareva 1969 Food bowl

Melamine 120mm 60mm Danese

No.12 Tongareva 1969 Food bowl

Melamine 180mm 90mm Danese

No.06 Borneo 1966 Table ash tray

Melamine 125mm 65mm Danese

No.17 Mastaba 1974 Pencil & paper holder &

Urea resin 165mm 77mm 95mm Danese

Mastaba

Hawaii

Tongareva

No.03 Tokelau 1991 Paperweight

Cast iron, polyurethane

100mm 65mm Danese

Tokelau

Borneo

No.13 Tongareva 1969 Food bowl

Melamine 240mm 120mm Danese

No.14 Tongareva 1969 Food bowl

Melamine 330mm 90mm Danese

No.20 Steel table 2003

Table 690mm 720mm MUJI

No.21 Beech table 2003

Table 850mm 850mm, 850mm 1800mm MUJI

Beech table

Steel table
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Adal
No.16 Adal 1968 Fruit bowl

Heat-moulded PS PS 295mm 90mm Danese

Atollo
No.15 Atollo 1965 Fruit bowl

Heat-moulded PS PS 450mm 100mm Danese

PVC

2mm

PVC
2

Joint / How do the workers assemble parts?
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No.23 Java 1968 Container tableware

Melamine 140mm 60mm Danese

2

Java
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No.30 Scatola Modellista 2002 container

Iron 400mm 135mm 60mm Danese
No.29 Antille 1967 Ice bucket

ABS resins ABS 185mm 135mm Danese

No.25 Citera 1960 Box

Polished stainless steel, Rosewoood  

150mm 150mm 50mm Danese  

No.26 Citera 1960 Box

Polished stainless steel, Rosewoood  

300mm 150mm 50mm Danese  

No.24 Griglia 1973 Table ash tray

Aluminum, Melamine

116mm 142mm 145mm Danese

No.22 Java 1965 Container tableware

Melamine 75mm 120mm Danese

No.22 Java 1965 Container tableware

Melamine 140mm 120mm Danese

Citera Citera

Scatola ModellistaAntille

Griglia Java

No.28 Flores 1992 BOX

Thermoplastic polymer 310mm 155mm 76mm 

Danese

Flores

2
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No.27 Faraglioni 1970  Pepper grinder

Stainless steel, melamine 90mm 55mm 55mm 

Danese

Faraglioni

3
 

Archetype / Branches and leaves that extend from the root
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1990 Enzo Mari, il lavoro al 
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No.35 Autoprogettazione, Sedia P Chair P 1973

Chair Wood

Autoprogettazione, Sedia P Chair P

No.31 Box 1971 Chair

Polypropylene, steel 430mm 430mm 825mm

Castelli

Box

70
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No.33 Sof Sof  1971 Chair

Electrowelded iron bar lings, polyurethane, fabric

460mm 530mm 800mm Zanotta

Sof Sof  

1979

Driade Robots REXITE

No.34 Delfi na 1974 Chair

Iron rod, fabric 480mm 570mm 790mm

Driade  

Delfi na
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No.32 Tonietta 1980 Chair

Aluminum, polyamide, leather 380mm 480mm 820mm

Zanotta

Tonietta

4
Beauty / Thoughts hidden behind the form
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Trifoglio
No.38 Trifoglio 1969 Flower vase

Vacuum-molded PVC extruded tube PVC

125mm 190mm Danese

No.37 Trifoglio 1969 Flower vase

Vacuum-molded PVC extruded tube PVC

125mm 270mm Danese

No.36 Trifoglio 1969 Flower vase

Vacuum-molded PVC extruded tube PVC

125mm 420mm Danese

No.39 Bambu 1969 Flower vase Vacuum-molded 

PVC extruded tube PVC 125mm 370mm Danese

No.40 Bambu 1969 Flower vase Vacuum-molded 

PVC extruded tube PVC 125mm 400mm Danese

Bambu

No.49 Trinidad 1969 Carafe Vase  

Blown glass 115mm 170mm Danese

Trinidad

No.47 Trifoglio (biscuit) 1969 Flower vase

ungrazed ceramic 120mm 265mm Danese

No48 Trifoglio (biscuit) 1977 Flower vase

ungrazed ceramic 120mm 185mm Danese

Trifoglio (biscuit) Trifoglio (biscuit)
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No.41 Pago-Pago 1969 Flower vase

ABS 300mm 198mm 150mm Danese

2

ABS

1969 973

Pago-Pago

No.52 Rocco 1969 Flower vase PVC

250mm 370mm Danese

No.46 Gorgona 1961 Flower-pot stand

Aluminum 250mm 250mm Danese

Rocco

Gorgona

No.43 Camicia 1961 Flower vase

Glass,stainless steel 280mm 130mm 130mm

Danese

No.42 Camicia 1961 Flower vase

Glass,aluminum 280mm 130mm 130mm

Danese

Camicia

No.44 Malta 1960 Pencil holder

White marble (bianco Carrara) 70mm 130mm Danese

No.45 Malta 1960 Pencil holder

Travertin 70mm 130mm Danese

Malta
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40 1959

No.54 Putrella 1958 Tray Natural section iron

110mm 100mm 130mm Danese  

No.55 Putrella 1958 Ash tray Natural section iron

200mm 200mm 50mm Danese

No.53 Putrella 1958 Tray Natural section iron

490mm 120mm 90mm Danese

Putrella
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No.51 Paros Model AY   AY 1964 Flower vase

White marble (bianco Carrara) 180mm 300mm Danese Upgroup

Paros modello AY   AY

No.50 Paros Model L   L 1964 Centerpiece

White marble (bianco Carrara) 290mm 290mm 150mm Danese Upgroup

Paros modello L   L

5
Play / The origin of our project
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16 Animali 16

No.60 16 Animali 16 1957 Educational game

Polyurehane 250mm 360mm 40mm Danese

16

No.56 L’Altalena 1961 Educational game

paper 240mm 180mm Danese

L’Altalena
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No.58 16 Pesci 16 1973 Educational game

Polyurehane 250mm 360mm 40mm Danese

16 Pesci 16

No.59 Carte da disegno 1–4 1975 Educational game

Paper 490mm 170mm 5mm Danese

Carte da disegno1–4  1–4
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ll gioco delle favole
No.61 ll gioco delle favole 1957 Educational game

PVC 460mm 230mm 10mm Danese

No.62 ll gioco delle favole 1959 Educational game

paper 210mm 90mm 10mm Danese

57–65

Serie della natura
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Studio Enzo Mari

6D 

HIGURE 17-15 cas

Ramak Fazel ©Casa BRUTUS 
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To change. Enzo Mari and the Chestnut Tree Project
 – Curated from the Keiji Nagai collection –

Venue | ATELIER MUJI GINZA Gallery 1 (6F, MUJI GINZA), Admission free

Date | Thursday, 4 April – Sunday, 21 July 2019   Opening times : 10:00 – 21:00

Organiser | MUJI

Planning collaborator | Keiji Nagai ( Interior designer)

Cooperation | Studio Enzo Mari

Site design | Mandai Architects

Graphic design | Shogo Kishino (6D)

Site construction | HIGURE 17-15 cas

Guest curator | Kaoru Tashiro

Exhibit photography | Takashi Chishiki

Portrait | Ramak Fazel © Casa BRUTUS

P. 3  from Casa Brutus June 2001 “ITALIA” 

P.11 from Casa Brutus Special Edition “Secret of MUJI !?”

Booklet graphic design | Yuuri Suyama+Kouki Shimada+Saori Kojima 

Special thanks | Nagasaki Prefectural Art Museum, Design Magazine “AXIS”, 

Daisuke Kondo, Haruko Ito, Kosei Shirotani, Sang Chol Rhee, Omi Tahara, 

Sohei Miki, Tetsuya Fujitani

Planning and Management | Household Division / Household Design, 

Ryohin Keikaku Co., Ltd. and ATELIER MUJI GINZA (MUJI GINZA)

Keiji Nagai collection

The exhibits in Gallery 1 have been borrowed from a vast post-war modern 

design collection personally handpicked over the last 50 years by Keiji 

Nagai, interior designer, who devoted much time and effort to it. Nagai was 

born in Karatsu, Saga in 1948. Having founded his design studio “KEY 

& DESIGN ASSOCIATES” in 1982, he has contributed to many cultural 

exchanges inside and outside of Japan and was awarded the “Furniture 

prize” from Denmark. In Gallery 1, we will hold exhibitions borrowing a 

different part of the Nagai collection for each.

Gallery 1 50

1948 1982

Furniture Prize

Gallery 1

Arte Industriale　Arcadia Edizioni 1988

Enzo Mari, il lavoro al centro　Electa 1999

Enzo Mari   L’Arte del Design　24 ore Motta Editore 2008
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