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The Connection Between Earth, Makers, and Wearers
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Rainy Season
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Farming begins by preparing the soil, mixing in cow dung and other organic matter. P P PR " - Fom < - S A s Suneule i -
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The land is plowed, leveled and ridged to form rows for planting. , N : ; N © uueeu ? wnee
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Before the monsoon rains, seeds are sown a task where people bend low to the ground, often
working together with neighbors while managing ousehold duties. The stick they hold is used to
measure spacing between seeds: they lightly dig the soil with its tip, place a seed and cover it
back. Without pesticides, pest control is achieved by planting border crops and trap crops.

“Border crops are plants grown around the field to block Insects or disease from entering,
“Trap crops are plants that attract pests away from the main crop.

When the rains arrive, the sprouts emerge and the fields turn lush green. Using rainfall and minimal
irrigation, the crops grow mostly dependent on the rhythm of nature. Farmers carefully manage
weeding and pest control. Neem leaves fermented near the fields are used to make natural insect
repellent — wisdom passed down through generations in India. Fermented fertiizers made from
cow dung, urine and plant leaves nurture the sail through natural cycles. Many families keep cows
on earthen floors — sacred beings, companions and valuable family assets.
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After the monsoon passes and the air dries, white and yellow flowers bloom, giving way to swelling green
cotton bolls. When the flowers fall, the cotton bolls burst open and harvest begins — During peak season,
some wake at 5am, finish housework and spend the day in the fields before returning home to tend livestock in
the evening. Harvesting takes place in several rounds from November to January, picking the matured bolls
from lower branches upward. The collection bags are often made of cotton to avoid mixing with synthetic
fibers. After harvesting, the cotton leaves the farmers’ hands and moves on to processing.

growing beans, herbs or grains to rest and restore the soil.

“Crop rotation means changing the type of crops grown each season rather
than cuivating the same crop repeatedly on the same fand.



