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Mingu is a term coined by Keizo Shibusawa in the early Showa Period.

It refers to objects that for a long time have been part of the everyday lives of
the common people. They are driven by necessity; formed from wisdom and
ingenuity. Always within reach and never used in vain, such objects form the
everyday landscape of a Japan that coexisted with nature. Massive changes
in the manufacturing industry allowed new materials to be developed one after
another, and as technologies evolved everyday items have also diversified.
Meanwhile, from the perspective of a consumer as well as a user, we re-
examined the origins of products. This led to the birth of MUJI. With this in
mind, can MUJI products also be considered as the mingu of today? With
both mingu and MUJI products on display at this exhibition, we invite you to
think about the meaning of this question with us.
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Masu

For measuring the volumes of goods such as rice,
flour and liquids. While 7-sho (~1.8L) was a standard
measurement, there were also the 7-go (~180mL), 2-go-
5-shaku (~450mL), 5-go (~900mL), 5-sho (~9L), 7-sho
(~12.6L) and the itomasu (~18L). The 2-g6-5-shaku was
the most frequently used in daily life.
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Small Drawers
Set of drawers to store small items.
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Stainless Steel Long Measuring Spoon

The long handle allows it to reach the bottoms of

containers. The half portion is marked inside the spoon
for easy measuring.
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Stainless Steel Measuring Cup 200ml
Measuring cup that makes pouring simple.
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Heat Proof Glass Measuring Cup 500ml
For measuring contents which has been heated.
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Acrylic Storage Unit
Storage case where the contents can be seen.
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Hand-held Candle Stand

Portable candle stand used mostly indoors, it is
made from materials such as iron, copper, brass and
sometimes ceramics. Variations include three-legged
types where the longer leg serves as the handle, or it is
simply a dish with a handle attached.
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Cotton Hanten

Commonly dyed an indigo colour, the cotton quilted
hanten (short winter coat) is primarily worn as a barrier
against the cold.
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LED Portable Light
Alamp with a handle shaped like a hanger. It can be hung
in a variety of places.
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Down Jacket
A jacket that is light, warm and easy to wear. It folds up
into a pocket, making it compact and portable.
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Sake Storage Shelf

Shelves made for storing sake items. The long vertical
part at the top is for the 7-sho (~1.8L) bottle of sake and
the cups are stored in the drawers below.
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Staircase Drawers

Set of drawers shaped like a staircase. There are both
built-in and stackable versions, with drawers that open
on the side or fixed with sliding doors.
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PP Storage Case with Castors

Polypropylene storage unit on castors made for niche
spaces. The modular size fits easily into kitchen and
laundry spaces.
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Stacking Shelf
Storage furniture that can be extended both vertically
and horizontally to suit different needs. As shelves
for books and displays, it can also act as a partition.
Modular storage products can be used in combination
with this shelf.
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Sageju

Filled with rice and side dishes, these boxes are brought
from home to be eaten outside. One set consists of stacked
boxes inside a case with a handle for carrying. Commonly
brought along for hanami (cherry blossom viewing),
watching the theatre as well as for excursions and picnics.
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Tenugui

A piece of with a plain weave for washing and wiping the
hands, face and used when bathing. It can also be worn
on the head and as protection against the cold. Old pieces
can be used for repairing everyday clothes and for patching
up stain-prone areas of the futon; as a simple replacement
for when the geta (Japanese wooden clogs) strap breaks as
well as a duster for cleaning.
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PP Lunch Box - Storage Container with Valve
Dishes prepared in advance or leftovers from dinner
stored in these containers can be taken straight from
the fridge in the morning and used as lunch boxes,
just as they are.
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Ramie Body Towel
A highly durable and absorbent towel for washing the
body.



22-23

ERPEL L EEFEED ZBFER,

Broom
A cleaning tool used for sweeping the inside or the yard.
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Dustpan

Used with the broom to gather dust, rubbish, fallen
leaves and so on.
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Hataki (duster)

Rough strips of fabric attached together make up this
tool. Used for indoor cleaning and removing dust from
objects.
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Tawashi (scrubbing brush)

Used for scrubbing vegetables and kitchenware such as
dishes and pots.

HER

NYIDMEHZEILIEE,

Warataba

Brush for sweeping away particles when sharpening
scissors.
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MUJI Cleaning System

Cleaning tools for the floor, window, bath or outdoors
are made possible with the combination of a pole and
different attachments.
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Bucket
Tin bucket with a handle, used for carrying cold and hot
water.
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Yotsuwan (meshiwan, shiruwan, hirawan, tsubowan)
The meshiwan (rice bowl), shiruwan (soup bowl), hirawan
(bowl for the side dish) and tsubowan (bowl for the main
dish) make up the set of four lacquered bowls. The lids
are sometimes used as plates.
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PP Bucket with Lid (7.5L)

A bucket with a height that allows water to be filled in
the bathroom sink.
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White Porcelain

Simple dishes with a slight bluish white colour. Plates,
rice bowls and shallow bowls are some of the items
shaped specific to the use.



34-35

L3 |

BREIIZES (D1E) B DV e, IRERPEZH L & T BRI TRED,
Hagama

With a flange attached to the girth, the pot is used on
the hearth for cooking rice or boiling soup.
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Meshibitsu

When cooked the rice is transferred to a hitsu, a common
term for a wooden container with a lid.
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Meshibitsuire

The hitsu is kept warm by placing it directly inside this
container, which is woven from rice straw or reed.
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Rice Cooker
A rice cooker with a rest for the rice scoop built-in on
the lid.
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Willow Trunk

A rectangular type of tsudzura (clothes trunk) for storing
and transporting clothing and personal belongings.
The skin stripped from koriyanagi (a type of willow)
branches are sewn together using linen threads; while
split bamboo is used for the rim which also gives it its
shape. Damage-prone areas such as corners and rims
are reinforced with fabric or leather.
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Chopsticks
Utensil made from thin pieces of bamboo.
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Hard Carry Bag with Stopper & Adjustable Carry-bar
Suitcase for travelling.
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Cutlery

Simple, standard cutlery designed for a range of
cuisines.
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Jika-tabi

A type of footware for working outdoors. Rubber is
attached to the bottom of a type of socks where the big
toe is seperated from the rest of the toes. This allows
the feet to be fully utilised while working.
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Mino

Rain gear made from straw woven together. It is put on
top of clothes to repel rain.

HRBJATREETRSNTEYEEA,
*Not exhibited inside the gallery.
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Water Repellent Organic Cotton Sneakers

Cotton sneakers with a water repellent coating that
repels dirt.
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Welder Raincoat * Free-cut

A raincoat where the bottom edge and the cuffs can be
trimmed accordingly to fit the body.
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We would like to express our deepest gratitude to everyone for their contribution and advice in preparing this
exhibition and booklet.

Date | December 14 (Fri), 2018 - January 14 (Mon), 2019

Venue | 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT Gallery 3

Address | Midtown Garden, Tokyo Midtown, 9-7-6 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo, JAPAN

Organisers | MUJI / 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT

Planning Collaborators | Musashino Art University Museum & Library Folk Art Gallery / Izumo Folk Crafts Museum /
Shinjo Furusato History Centre / TAKATSU Co., Ltd. / Kochi Prefecture Hidaka Village

This exhibition was held in conjunction with 'Mingei - Another Kind of Art’ exhibition at 21_21 Design Sight.

Exhibition Text Reference | Ebiki Mingu no Jiten [Fukyuban] (lllustrated Dictionary of Mingu [Popular Edition]), by
Hiromi Iwai (Editorial Supervision), Kazuyoshi Kudo (Editor), Keiji Nakabayashi (lllustrator), Published by Kawade
Shobo Shinsha in 2017.

P18, P22 (Broom, Hataki, Warataba), P28, P32, P34, P38: from the collection at Musashino Art University Museum &
Library Folk Art Gallery

P14, P16: from the collection at Izumo Folk Crafts Museum

P6, P22 (Broom, Tawashi, Dustpan), P26: from the collection at Shinjo Furusato History Centre
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What is MUJI?

MUJI, originally founded in Japan in 1980, offers a wide variety of good quality products including household goods,
apparel and food.
Mujirushi Ryohin, MUJI in Japanese, translates as “no-brand quality goods”.

MUJl is based on three core principles, which remain unchanged to this day:

1. Selection of materials
2. Streamlining of processes
3. Simplification of packages

MUJI’s products, born from an extremely rational manufacturing process, are succinct, but they are not in the
minimalist style. That is, they are like empty vessels. Simplicity and emptiness yield the ultimate universality,
embracing the feelings and thoughts of all people.
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