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Features and usage of this book

This book was created with the intention of helping learners who
want to have fun conversations in Japanese. 120 katakana words
that are often used in everyday conversation, especially in small
talk, are organized by category so that you can learn them in 12
weeks (2 words per day, 5 days a week) (for those who are not good
at keeping a fixed schedule, you can also read the pages as you like
in your free time!). Also, each weekend, we provide a list of “other
katakana words” (about 10 words per weekend) that are useful for
casual conversation. This means that, including both weekdays and
weekends, you can learn about 240 katakana words with this book.

The features of this book are (1) a collection of “words and
expressions that do not appear in Japanese textbooks, but that
sound like natural Japanese when used in everyday conversation
(small talk)” and (2) conversation examples that are not written
in the easy-to-understand (but unnatural) way that is typical for
Japanese learners, but rather they are left in natural Japanese
just as they would be spoken by office workers and university
students who speak native Japanese. Therefore, you can learn not
only words and expressions, but also the characteristics of casual
speaking styles that native Japanese speakers use. There may be
many words and expressions that you do not know, but please think
about the meanings of the expressions and words that you see for
the first time while looking at the parallel translations of English,
Chinese, or Korean.

Finally, some advice from the two authors: Don’t just take our
word for it. Try using the words and expressions you learned in this
book in conversations with native Japanese speakers. And don’t
worry if you use them incorrectly! It's fine! The conversation will
definitely be fun!
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